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NCBWA ANNOUNCES 2020 STOPPER OF THE YEAR
PRESEASON WATCH LIST

GREEENVILLE, N.C. (NCBWA) - Seventy players have been named to the initial Watch List for the
16th annual National Collegiate Baseball Writers Association Stopper of the Year Award, given to the
top relief pitcher in NCAA Division | Baseball, the association announced Monday.

UCLA’s Holden Powell, the 2019 Stopper of the Year recipient, along with 2019 finalists Garrett Acton
(lllinois) and Tyler Brown (Vanderbilt) headline this year's group of talented relievers - all three were
tabbed as first-team preseason All-Americans. Powell, the second Bruin to win the award since its
inception in 2005, boasted a 1.84 ERA with a 4-3 record and notched 17 saves. His save total was tied
for second, both in the country in 2019 and in the all-time UCLA single-season record book, trailing only
the NCAA-record 24 by David Berg in 2013.

Acton notched an NCAA-best 19 saves on his way to First-Team NCBWA All-America and District Player
of the Year honors in 2019. The righty appeared in a team-high 30 games while sporting an lllini-best
2.18 ERA. Brown, who helped the Commodores win the 2019 College World Series title, tallied 17 saves
with a 2.19 ERA. The right-hander recorded three of his 17 saves in the CWS and struck out 65 batters
while walking just nine in 31 contests (49.1 innings).

The Atlantic Coast Conference had the most representation with nine players finding their names on the
watch list. That group is headlined by preseason All-America selections Thomas Girard (Duke/third-
team) and Carson Spiers (Clemson/third-team). Girard registered nine saves in 28 appearances with a
2.33 ERA, while Spiers notched 11 saves in 30 outings. The Southeastern Conference had eight while
the Big 10 had six land on the list. Joining Brown from the SEC are second-team selection Cody
Greenhill (Auburn/12 saves and 3.45 ERA) and third-team preseason All-America pick Redmond Walsh
(Tennessee/9 saves and 1.38 ERA).

lowa’s Grant Leonard earned second-team preseason All-America accolades after posting a 2-3 record
with 14 saves and a 3.37 ERA a year ago. He is joined on the list by Acton and third-team preseason
All-America selection Willie Weiss (Michigan), who tallied nine saves and helped the Wolverines to the
2019 CWS title series.

Twelve players recorded double-digit saves a season ago with nine of those earning inclusion to the
2020 NCBWA Preseason All-America team. Other preseason All-America notables include Burl
Carraway (Dallas Baptist/third-team), Alek Jacob (Gonzagaffirst-team), Reid McLaughlin (BYU/third-
team), Jason Ruffcorn (Oklahoma/second-team) and Nick Wohlbold (UT Martin/second-team).



In total, 22 conferences are represented on this list with at least two players coming from 18 different
leagues.

Texas hurler J. Brent Cox won the inaugural Stopper of the Year Award in 2005, with Don Czyz of
Kansas claiming the honor in 2006 and Luke Prihoda of Sam Houston State winning itin 2007. Georgia’s
Joshua Fields topped the field in 2008, San Diego State’s Addison Reed grabbed the honor in 2009 and
Texas’ Chance Ruffin earned the honor in 2010. The Longhorns’ Corey Knebel won in 2011, with
Southeastern Louisiana's Stefan Lopez picking up the honor in 2012. UCLA’s David Berg was crowned
the winner in 2013, Louisville’s Nick Burdi took home the 2014 honor and Berg became the award's first
two-time winner in 2015. Miami (Fla.)’s Bryan Garcia was honored as the 2016 recipient followed the
Cardinal’'s Lincoln Henzman in 2017, Florida’s Michael Byrne in 2018 and Powell last year.

The NCBWA, founded in 1962, presents the Dick Howser Trophy to the nation's top player. It also

selects All-America Teams for all Divisions, a Division | Freshman All-American team, Division |, || and
|1l Players of the Week and Division |, Il and Il Players of the Year.
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2020 NCBWA Preseason Stopper of the Year Watch List

RELIEF PITCHERS (70)

Player School Class ERA W-L APP _GS CG SV _IP H R ER BB SO
* Garrett Acton-1 lllinois Sr. 218 2-3 30 0 0 19 33.0 13 11 8 18 34
%Andy Archer Georgia Tech RJr. 364 40 26 0 0 3 470 43 22 19 17 41
Brett Ayer JMU Sr. 252 441 16 0 0 0 352 24 13 10 18 52
Bret Barnett South Dakota State  Jr. 1.31 5-1 20 0 0 7 341 16 5 5 14 47
lan Bedell Missouri Jr. 156 341 18 1 0 5 401 28 11 7 12 36
Clayton Beeter Texas Tech RSo. 3.48 0-3 21 0 0 8 202 12 9 8 20 40
Trey Braithwaite Navy Jr. 3.10 1-2 23 0 0 10 29.0 27 10 10 10 33
Kyle Brennan Belmont Jr. 3.44 4-5 25 2 0 9 550 51 23 21 20 59
* Tyler Brown-1 Vanderbilt Jr. 219 341 31 0 0 17 491 35 13 12 9 65
Colby Bruce Charlotte Sr. 1.54 1-1 13 0 0 6 231 18 7 4 7 24
Alec Burleson East Carolina Jr. 3.28 6-2 24 9 0 5 60.1 56 22 22 26 68
Burl Carraway-3 Dallas Baptist Jr. 2.81 4-2 28 1 0 6 412 29 15 13 22 72
Leon Davidson NC A&T Sr. 066 50 34 0 0 4 410 21 4 3 9 26
Theron Denlinger Bradley RJr. 2.86 1-2 22 0 0 6 220 14 16 7 1 24
Will Dion McNeese So. 198 50 29 0 0 6 500 26 13 11 14 62
Chris Farrell William & Mary Sr. 258 52 22 0 0 6 381 26 12 11 24 47
Daniel Federman Miami (Fla.) Jr. 3.51 35 35 0 0 7 482 45 24 19 19 60
Jonathan Finchner  La. Tech RSo. 2.78 1-2 26 0 0 3 321 21 11 10 13 51
Devin Fontenot LSU Jr. 3.71 5-4 28 3 0 7 510 33 23 21 25 54
Danny Garcia Stetson So. 1.22 5-1 28 0 0 2 59.0 39 13 8 18 32
Jacob Gilmore lllinois State RJr. 3.71 2-2 21 0 0 11 262 24 13 11 16 35
Thomas Girard-3 Duke Jr. 2.33 1-5 28 0 0 9 46.1 28 12 12 18 61
Cody Greenhill-2 Auburn Jr. 345 2-3 28 0 0 12 571 53 27 22 18 44
Chase Haney Florida State RSr. 2.41 2-2 3 0 0 1 371 23 13 10 11 36
Hayden Harris Georgia Southern Jr. 3.24 3-1 25 0 0 8 500 37 21 18 23 51
Michael Hobbs St. Mary’s Jr. 3.06 0-1 22 0 0 7 351 32 13 12 9 43
Bo Hofstra Purdue Jr. 162 22 24 1 0 7 390 30 17 7 24 47
Bruce Hudson Radford RSo. 289 441 18 0 0 1 432 36 18 14 16 35
Alek Jacob-1 Gonzaga Jr. 217 73 25 4 0 12 782 45 23 19 31 87
Lance Johnson Troy Sr. 280 441 36 0 0 1 542 54 19 17 17 39
Brett Kerry South Carolina So. 262 4-1 22 2 0 7 581 43 17 17 13 65
Michael Kirian Louisville Jr. 169  3-1 26 0 0 5 320 26 10 6 9 42
Kent Klyman NC State Sr. 3.41 5-2 21 0 0 2 290 29 13 11 12 30
Joe Kruszka Albany Sr. 216  2- 23 0 0 10 412 28 12 10 21 51
Grant Leonard-2 lowa Sr. 3.37 2-3 28 0 0 14 342 38 13 13 9 37
Austin Love North Carolina So. 3.09 84 36 0 0 5 670 53 29 23 25 67
Hunter McGarry Florida Gulf Coast Sr. 3.05 6-2 26 0 0 9 441 34 15 15 14 42
Michael McGreevy  UC Santa Barbara So. 1.94 541 29 0 0 6 601 52 15 13 13 53
Reid McLaughlin-3  BYU So. 2.61 7-1 25 0 0 4 512 46 16 15 11 46
Mason Mellott Penn State Jr. 2.43 6-3 21 0 0 5 63.0 59 25 17 14 52
Austin Miller Ole Mis Sr. 3.15 53 32 0 0 2 541 40 21 19 25 62
Bryce Miller Texas A&M Jr. 368 4-2 33 0 0 1 433 38 23 18 18 57
Eddie Miller North Florida RSr. 1.31 34 30 0 0 8 480 25 12 7 12 43
Landry Moore Campbell Sr. 293 40 22 0 0 5 272 24 14 9 9 21
Will Nowak Hartford So. 206 6-2 25 0 0 7 391 39 14 9 16 34
Steve Oullette UC Davis Sr. 279 23 22 0 0 5 29 21 10 9 10 23
Andrew Papp Appalachian State Sr. 3.38 11 28 0 0 6 422 36 21 16 14 45
RJ Petit Charleston Southern  So 245 40 20 2 0 5 401 23 13 11 20 50
* Holden Powell-1 UCLA Jr. 1.84 43 40 0 0 17 490 19 12 10 27 65
Colten Rendon Winthrop Sr. 3.31 33 27 0 0 9 351 28 16 13 11 31
Jason Ruffcorn-2 Oklahoma Sr. 2.43 2-2 30 0 0 11 370 30 11 10 13 28
John Sakowski Creighton Sr. 283 7-1 29 0 0 3 472 28 17 15 12 44
Corey Sawyer Seton Hall Sr. 1.73 42 53 0 0 5 611 45 23 20 30 75
Shay Schanaman Nebraska So. 3.18 1-2 19 0 0 3 222 13 10 8 14 23
Casey Schmitt San Diego State Jr. 3.77 33 21 4 0 8 43.0 40 23 18 16 44
Blake Schriever CSUN RJr. 3.21 35 29 0 0 9 531 40 26 19 18 55
Carson Spiers-3 Clemson Sr. 359 25 30 0 0 11 472 39 22 19 16 44
Hunter Stanley Southern Miss Sr. 3.07 52 29 0 0 4 410 32 16 14 10 36
Erik Tolman Arizona State So. 3.38 3-1 24 4 0 2 480 35 21 18 36 49
Corey Treyes Coppin State Sr. 2.73 1-1 19 0 0 7 261 23 13 8 5 31
Jonah Ulane Kansas Sr. 3.62 0-1 22 0 0 9 271 22 11 1 15 42
Tommy Vail Notre Dame Jr. 327 32 25 2 0 6 440 24 19 16 26 61
Derek Wakeley Delaware Sr. 3.91 2-3 23 2 0 6 53.0 52 32 23 37 46
Redmond Walsh-2  Tennessee RJr. 1.38 2-2 27 0 0 9 452 38 8 7 13 48
Ryan Webb Georgia Jr. 3.75 1-0 16 0 0 1 240 19 10 10 11 27



Willie Weiss-3 Michigan So.
Will Wheeler USC Upstate Sr.
Nick Wohlbold-2 UT Martin Jr.
Corley Woods Jacksonville State Sr.
Caleb Wurster Connecticut r-So.

* = 2019 Stopper of the Year Finalist

% = 2018 Stats (did not particiate in 2019)

(1) = Preseason NCBWA All-America First-Team
(2) = Preseason NCBWA All-America Second-Team
(3) = Preseason NCBWA All-America Third-Team
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